
Academic Skills in Action

Makes purposeful 
marks on paper

TODDLERS: 
Draws horizontal 
and vertical lines  

TWOS:  
Draws figures and 
shapes

EARLY PRESCHOOL: 
Communicates  
by scribbling  
and with some 
letter-like shapes

PRESCHOOL:  
Writes his or her 
name without 
assistance

PRE-K:  

LITERACY 

Inspects and 
manipulates 
moving parts of 
a toy

TODDLERS: 
Pokes, drops, 
pushes, pulls, and 
squeezes objects to 
see what will happen

TWOS:  
Demonstrates 
some persistence 
and creativity in 
solving a problem

EARLY PRESCHOOL: 
Participates 
in simple 
investigations

PRESCHOOL:  
Asks questions to 
help predict a future 
event

PRE-K:  

NATURE & 
SCIENCE

Seeks help from 
trusted parents, 
caregivers, and 
teachers

TODDLERS: 
Talks about his or 
her family

TWOS:  
Identify family 
members in relation 
to each other

EARLY PRESCHOOL: 
Tells each family 
member’s duties 
or responsibilities 
in the household 

PRESCHOOL:  
Describes or 
illustrates the roles 
and responsibilities of 
community workers

PRE-K:  

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Predicts the 
sequence of 
events

TODDLERS: 
Asks questions that 
include how many  
or how much   

TWOS:  
Identifies some 
numbers

EARLY PRESCHOOL: 
Counts to find out 
how many are in a 
group

PRESCHOOL:  
Writes numerals up 
to 20 

PRE-K:  

MATH  
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Participates 
in various art 
activities

TODDLERS: 
Gets out art  
supplies 
independently  

TWOS:  
Uses various 
tools to create art 
projects

EARLY PRESCHOOL: 
Creates collages 
with various 
materials and 
textures

PRESCHOOL:  
Draws representations 
of human and animal 
figures 

PRE-K:  

CREATIVE ARTS 
EXPRESSION  


